
 
 

 

Orcas In Depth 

 
Orcas at a 30-yr low 
The New York Times reports on an 
endangered orca whale population of 
concern, the southern resident population, 
who’s range runs between central 
Washington and Southern B.C. Not a single 
calf has been born for 3 years while only 75 
individual members exist in the population.  
A number this low has not been observed 
for over 30 years.  
 

Some factors scientists speculate may be 
contributing to the population’s sterile 
breeding climate include noise, which can 
make echolocation of prey difficult and 
cause hearing loss, lack of food due to 
declining salmon populations in the region, 
and exposure to chemical pollutants like 
PCBs and DDT in the Puget Sound that 
accumulates in the whales through 
predation and potentially damage the 
immune and/or reproductive system. Other 
transient populations get exposed to one or 
another of these factors, but they continue 
to reproduce at healthy rates. So scientists 
suspect that it’s not just any one of these 
individual factors, but rather a combination 
of all three. The noise factors coupled with 
the lack of salmon as a food source cause 
the whale’s body to draw from fat reserves, 
which contain dormant stores of 
accumulated pollutants that then enter their 
body’s circulatory system.  

 



“There would be a great sense of loss,” says Dr. Rhodes, a biologist in marine microbes and toxins, in 
regards to a thought about the southern resident population disappearing. “They are such a part of our 
identity here. It would be a real sense of failure.” 
 
Readers located in northern Washington can attend a lectur by author Rebecca Pillsbury Monday July 
16th at the Whale Museum in Friday Harbor as she talks about her new book, Guided by Whales. The 
book features stories of conservation, lore, and wisdom passed down through the ages in regards to the 
whales of north america. More information about the event can be found here. 
 
South Dakota Students Improving WA Salmon Habitat 
On Monday, the Tacoma Daily Index published a small piece about sixty students from the 
South Dakota Lutheran Church in Gloria Die Sioux Falls that are heading to the middle fork of 
Quilceda Creek just north of Marysville, WA. They are on a mission of stewardship with the 
Adopt A Stream Foundation to care for thousands of recently planted trees and shrubs around 
eight acres of active salmon habitat within the creek. The maintenance will include removing 
blackberries and stomping down invasive reed canary grass. This will allow the planted trees to 
outcompete the grass and provide shade for cooler temperatures in the water. Colder water 
temperatures increase oxygen levels and will improve conditions for salmon and other local 
riparian fauna. 
 
If readers would also like to get involved with land stewardship, the nonprofit, Columbia Springs, hosts 
a Stewardship Saturday every other month. It’s a great way for people to get outside and spend time in 
the organization’s well-cared-for natural area up in Vancouver, WA.  

 
 

Paw Prints    
A glance at the latest news covering four-legged mammals in the 
PNW and beyond  
 
WDFW Hesitant to Revise Wolf Data-Sharing System Just Yet 
The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife is addressing some 
concerns from some northeastern counties over changes in their revised 
wolf data-sharing system according to the Lewiston Tribune on 
Tuesady. Over the past five years the state has granted city officials and 
livestock producers access to collared wolf data. The idea was to help producers protect their 
herds while also protecting the species. However, there were instances where this sensitive 
data was taken advantage of after noticing den sites getting compromised through illegal human 
intervention. The state’s revision of this policy aims to address the issue with new penalties for 
this kind of abuse as well as clarification on what the data may be used for. However, the 
agency has had to delay solidifying their decision due to concerns from livestock producers 
particularly in the northeast counties of the state where wolf populations are more abundant. 
 
Growing Passion Over Red Wolves 
As we take a quick look further east, the Red Wolf still continues to be the most under seige out 
of all the subspecies with only 30 individuals left in the wild of North Carolina. Their only safe 
zones from shooters are being reduced to a single plot of federal land. As one concerned citizen 
put in a letter to the editor of The Mountaineer, “As North Carolinians, we deserve better than to 
have the rarest canine go extinct in the wild in our state.”  



 
The Conservation nonprofit, Oregon Wild, published a recent poll that shows 63% of oregonians support 
the continued protection of wolves in oregon. Readers can read up on further statistics such as the 
larger percentage of rural as well as republican support for wolf protection in Oregon here.

 
 

Bird  
Watchers:  
New Dunes in Washington 
 
As we reported last week, the snowy plover is getting some new home renovations down in the 
California bay area, however The Daily World reported on Tuesday that the state of Washington 
is giving its own coast in Willapa Bay a makeover. Between the fall of 2015 and spring of 2016, 
three different storms destroyed a large portion of the coastal sandpit near Shoalwater Bay 
Indian Reservation. This was an ecologically important wetland area for birds like the snowy 
plover. However the Army Corps of Engineers has begun a $19.9 million dollar renovation of the 
sand dunes. The renovation project will serve a double purpose producing robust storm water 
protection for the local community as well as improved habitat for the threatened snow plover.
 
Baker County Ranch Easement 
Ranchers have tend to have a negative reputation for being only interested in the wellbeing of 
their own stock and livelyhood at the cost of the local ecosystems. However an article published 
by the Baker City Herald on Monday challenges this stigma.  
 
According to the Harald, the Oregon Watershed Enhancement board allocated $879,000 of 
revenue generated from the Oregon lottery, federal funds, and Oregon salmon license plates to 
possibly purchase a conservation easement from Mark and Patti Bennett of Baker County. The 
easement would help protect sage grouse and redband trout on their 8,000-acre ranch. The 
married couple has worked very hard to improve habitat conditions on the ranch for local native 
wildlife. The two ranchers say they like the idea of an easement to protect all the hard work 
they’ve put into improving the land. 
 
Speaking with an expert 
In our first edition, Xylemroots spoke with a legal advisor for Cascadia Wildlands regarding the 
marbled murrelet and the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission’s decision to go back on their 
decision to enlist it as endangered. This week we looked over at Oregon State University where 
much of the latest research for the murrelet is taking place. “While we know that fragmentation 
and hard edges, from clear cuts as an example, tend to decrease nesting success,” said Kim 
Nelson, a research wildlife biologist in the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife at the university 
who leads much of the research on the murrelet, “we’re missing the necessary details to advise 
land managers on how to manage the forests for murrelets”. While a portion of her research 
funding comes form OFW, Nelson declined to comment directly on the comission’s decision to 
not reclassify the murrelet. 
 
 
 



 
As a reminder, the next public hearing hosted by OFW is Agust 3rd in Salem, Oregon. Readers of Xylemroots can 
come comments in regards to the murrelet’s classification for endangerment. Below is a timeline of all the events 
taken place leading up to the conflict with the marbled murrelet and the OFW Commission at this point. 

 

 

2016	
June	21	-	petition	Filed	to	classify	
murrelt	as	endangered	
	
September	2	-	Petition	accepted	by	
commission	

	

2017	
January	-	April:	Constultation	and	review	of	bird	status	begins	
	
April	-	August:	Prepare	draft	of	status	review	report	
	
September:	Draft	released	for	public	comment	and	peer	review	
	
November	-	January:	Final	draft	of	status	review	developed	and	dates	
annouced	to	public	of	next	commission	meeting	

2018	
February	9	-	Commision	votes	to	reclassify	

marbled	murrelet	as	endangered	under	the	OESA	
	

March	-	May:	Survical	guildlines	drafted	
	

June	7	-	Comission	declines	to	reclassify	murrlet	
as	endangered	and	invites	staff	to	return	with	

survival	guildines	in		August	
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